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Introduction

- Mountain environments are sensitive to global warming
- Alpine vegetation is a reliable indicator of climatic changes

- Spatial and temporal variability are important in mountain -
. environments (altltudlnal vs latitudinal gradlents)

- Few studles have been done i |n Eastern Canada mountams
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Main goals

- Evaluate the spatio-temporal changes of the vegetation habitats on
Mount Jacques Cartier

- If some changes happened what are the main factors that can
explain those changes?
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Figure 1. Vegetation distribution, Mount Jacques Cartier and Riviére - & Pierre

valley.
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Figure 2. Study site location.
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Study area

- The Gaspé peninsula mountains (Chic Choc and McGerrigles) are a
part of the Appalachian range

- Mount Jacques Cartier is the highest peak of the region (1268 m)

Climate :

Mean annual prec. : 1600 mm (r 60% falls as snow)
Mean annual temp.: 2.1 ¢

Altitudinal zones :

Alpine (1268-975 m i-e above timberline)

Subalpine (975-900 m i-e transition)

Montane forest (900-250 m)
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