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9 Magazine Cartographers

A 1 Director

A 2 Editorial cartographers

A 2 Cartographic researchers
A 1 Cartographic editor

A 1 GIS specialist

A 1 Production specialist

A 1 Cartographic designer
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The Himalaya have long buffered Bhutan from political winds that rattled its neighbors
but have also hampered its economic progress. Feudalism persisted until the 1950s,
when the king abolished serfdom, redistributed land, and created the National Assembly.

backpacking hordes that have trampled Nepal.

On the eve of the millennium, in 1999, Bhutan
granted its citizens to television—the
last country on the planet to do so. (The Internet

led in the same year.) Euphoria reigned in
the towns as the outside world in all its garish
glory beamed into shops and living rooms.
Pulling the lid off Pandora’s box, however,
raised concerns. What happens, after all, when
an isolated, deeply conservative society is
suddenly exposed to gangsta rapper 50 Cent
and the World Wrestling Federation? Such
questions carry extra weight in a vulnerable
nation of 635,000 people, half of whom are
under 22 years old.

Now comes the daring culmination of
Bhutan’s experiment: the move to democrac
Never before, say Bhutanese officials, has a
beloved monarch voluntarily abdicated his
throne to give power to the people. But in
2006 King Jigme Singye Wangchuck did just
that, setting up an unusual convergence of

events in 2008: a coronation (the fourth king
ously hands over the raven crown to
28-year-old son, Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck, who will serve as a constitutional
monarch); a centennial celebration (the mon-
archy’s hundredth birthday was in 2007, but a
royal astrologer deemed this year more auspi-
; and, most important, the formation by
this summer of the country’s first democratic
rovernment.

The real test of Gross National Happiness,
then, is just beginning. Bhutan’s new civilian
leaders will face a raft of challenges, not least
of which is a public that remains enamored of
its kings and skeptical of democracy. The out-
side world peers in, wondering if this once
forgotten Himalayan nation might help
answer some of humankind’s most vexing
questi How can a society maintain its
identity in the face of the flattening forces of
globalization? How can it embrace the good
of the modern world without falling prey to
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Guatemals

In 2008 damage from Hurricane
Stan closad the railway between
Tapachula and Arriaga.

Porous Border

A narrow land bridge linking the impoverished south
with the wealthy north, southern Mexico funnels
migrants from Central America and beyond. Two
main routes bypass the border’s rugged terrain and
lead to trains heading toward the U.S.

Nicaragua. In depictions of this modern Latin
American migration into the United States, the
image of a great wave is often invoked, and Mex-
ico’s southern border today feels like the place in
distant water where the wave first rises and swells
and gathers uncontainable propulsive force.
Before the Lopezes left Managua, they had
heard the counsel repeated now in certain poor
neighborhoods of Central America: If you are leav-
ing for El Norte, find Padre Flor Maria Rigoni in
the city of Tapachula, 20 miles north of the border,
because the first dangerous crossing you will
make is not the one that takes you into the Unit-
ed States. It is at the southern Mexican border
where the perils begin—the thugs, the drug run-
ners, the extortionists in official uniforms, the

Cynthia Gorney, a former Washington Post South
America bureau chief, is a professor at U.C. Berkeleys
Graduate School of Journalism. Alex Webb has
photographed extensively in Latin America. His last
National Geographic feature was on the Amazon.
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police and migration agents who pack undoc-
umented migrants into detention facilities before
forcing them onto buses to be deported. The
Tapachula migration station was recently re-
built, to hold 960 migrants and process them
more quickly; the southward-bound buses roll
out every morning before dawn.

The Lopezes rode for hours in the 90-degree
heat, Jessenia standing on blocks attached to
both sides of the bicycle’s rear wheel. She car-
ried her shopping bag in the crook of her arm
and kept her hands on Armando’s shoulders
as he pedaled, avoiding migration checkpoints
by veering at intervals off the pavement and
onto dirt paths. They had remarkably good
luck. No one assaulted them with machetes
or rifles or handmade pistols fashioned from
PVC pipes stuffed with gunpowder; no one
beat Armando and dragged Jessenia into
the weeds; no one forced them to undress
so that their body cavities and secret sewn-
in clothing pockets could be examined for
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