Evaluating the Effectiveness of 2D vs. 3D Trailhead Maps

A map user study conducted at Zion National Park,
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Retrospect: Vall de Nuria, Spain, 2004
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User Study: Aims

To find out which map type:

I 1S more effective for cartographic communication?

I Imprints itself better as a mental map in the mind of
park visitors?

I IS more attracting for park visitors?
I Is prefered by the hikers?

I allows the users better to orientate themselves and
find their actual position on the map more accurately?



Methodology: equivalent test maps
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Methodology: comparative evaluation
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Methodology: data collection
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Trailhead monitoring




Which National Park to choose?
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Which trails to study?

WWW.NPS.gov




